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SUBJECT: MINISTER OF DEFENSE COMMENTS ON LABOR RELATIONS 

1 . DEFENSE MINISTER AVEROFF RECENTLY DEFENDED IN PARLIAMENT THE 
LABOR RELATIONS' POLICY OP AMERICAN MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN 
GREECE. AVEROFF'S STATEMENT WAS IN DIRECT RESPONSE TO A PARLIA- 
MENTARY QUESTION SUBMITTED BY TWO PANHELLENIC SOCIALIST MOVEMENT 
(PASOK) DEPUTIES PROM CRETE IN WHICH THEY CRITICIZED THE 
TREATMENT OF GREEK PERSONNEL EMPLOYED AT THE USAF INSTALLATION 
NEAR IRAKLION. 

2. AVEROFF'S REPLY READ: "GREEKS EMPLOYED AT AMERICAN 

BASES ARE PROTECTED BY GREEK LABOR LAW. YET THE SPECIAL NATURE 
OF THE WORK PERFORMED SOMETIMES BECOMES THE CAUSE OF DISPUTES 
AND CONTROVERSIES BETWEEN AMERICAN SUPERINTENDENTS, WHO HAVE 
DIFPERENT ATTITUDES TOWARD THEIR WORK, AND THE GREEK EMPLOYEES. 
THESE (DISPUTES) ARE SYSTEMATICALLY EXAGGERATED BY THE EMPLOYEES' 
UNION AND PRESENTED AS VIOLATIONS AND ABUSE OP LABOR LAW. 

THE MAJORITY OF EMPLOYEES AT THE AMERICAN BASES ARE SATISFIED 
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AND DO NOT WISH TO LEAVE THEIR WORK." 

3. COMMENT: AVEROFF'S REFERENCE TO THE EMPLOYEES' UNION WAS 
PROBABLY PROMPTED BY THE FACT THAT THE PASOK DEPUTIES' QUESTION 
WAS BASED ON AN INFLAMMATORY UNION BULLETIN ISSUED TWO MONTHS 
AGO PROTESTING THE SEPARATION OP SIX GREEK WORKERS AT 
IRAKLION AS AN ECONOMIC MEASURE. BOTH AVEROFP AND DEPUTY 
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FOREIGN MINISTER STAVROPOULOS EXPRESSED TO US THEIR PERSONAL 
INTEREST IN THE CASE AT THE TIME, AND WERE THEN SATISEIED 
WHEN THEY LEARNED THAT ALL THE REQUIREMENTS OF GREEK LAW HAD 
BEEN MET OR SURPASSED. 

4. THE UNION PRESIDENT TOLD THE EMBASSY LABOR ADVISOR ON 
JULY 21 THAT HE WAS CONSIDERING MAKING A REBUTTAL TO AVEROEE, 

BUT APPEARED CONCERNED THAT EXAGGERATIONS BY UNION-A TACTIC 
CONSIDERED ROUTINE IN GREEK MANAGEMENT-LABOR RELATIONS- 
HAD BEEN USED BY THE OPPOSITION IN AN ATTEMPT TO EMBARRASS 
THE GOVERNMENT. 
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